1925: The Ocean Race was conceptualised by Weston Martyr. A group of sailors, including E.G. Martin,
devised a racecourse that rounded the Fastnet Lighthouse. Although there were 15 entries, only
seven boats ultimately started. Jolie Brise emerged victorious, completing the race in 6 days, 14
hours, and 45 minutes. The Royal Engineers Yacht Club’s Fulmar secured second place, while H.P.F.
Donegan'’s Gull claimed third.

During a celebratory dinner at the Royal Western Yacht Club in Plymouth, the Ocean Racing Club was
established, with Lieutenant Commander E.G. Martin OBE RNVR appointed as its first Commodore.
The Club’s objective was to organise an annual ocean race of no less than 600 miles in length. The
Club was officially formed on 9th October, with members contributing an annual subscription of £1.

1929 - Following the Fastnet Race, Baroness André de Neufville became the first female member of
the Ocean Racing Club.
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In responae to a demend for an Ocean Race to be held in British
Watera this year, the followlng yachtsmem have met together and
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Ma jor Philip Hunloke, C.V.0.,
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Major M. Heckstall-Smith. k

BE. 3. Martin, Esq., 0.B.E..

The Race to be for sailing yachts not exceeding 50 ft. on the / . \ i
L.W.L., and belonging to any mation represented upon the el almms (B mE P lae e ‘ 1925 Ocean Race: | Inaugural Ocean Race: Start of the 1925 Ocean Race,

\Log of Saladin extract / marking a new era In offshore racing © Beken & Sons

To be 2ailed under thse ordinary rules of racing as lald down
by the Y.R.A.

Yachta to be ratad by formula and the 8.4, to be measured
by Y.R.A. Rules,

Course to be from Cowesa round the Fastnet and back to Plymouth.
IMatance about 580 milas,
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Ocean Race Plans: Letter of intent for the “Ocean Race”

Baroness André de Neufville, née Jacqueline Gounelle (1895-1975),

P first woman member of the RORC in 1929
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Ocean Race Entries (1925-1927) First Commodore: Lieutenant Commander E.G. Jolie Brise: Converted 1913 Havre pilot cutter First female member, Baroness André de Neufville,
Martin, OBE, RNVR, owner of Jolie Brise winner of the 1925 Ocean Race in 6 Days 14 Hrs and joins the Club
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